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Teachers and pupils from one of Stockholm’s suburbs have participated in the KidStory project during three years. At the start there were 17 five years old children from a pre school situated close to the school and around 25 seven years old children from the compulsory school. Five teachers were also involved in the project. Depending on resources in the project, the second year started with less children and less teachers. Three teachers and 28 children went on with the project the second and third years. One of these teachers participated during the first year too. 

Interviews have been carried through with the three teachers and 25 children. These interviews have been audio taped and concluded in this report. Four areas have been considered:

· The content of the project

· Effects of the project concerning the teachers

· Effects of the project concerning the children

· What can be learnt from this project where one part is school?

The interviews have been done in the end of the third year.

The content of the project

One difficulty when you start a new project is to get everyone involved and conscious of the goals of the project. Through the interviews one can learn both from one of the teachers who was in the project from start, but also from the two teachers who joined the second year.

The project was introduced to the chosen school in the summer before the real start of the project, autumn 1998. This introduction was full of enthusiasm, the resources in the project seemed to be unlimited, all the ideas could come true. The goals of the project were vague, but everything seemed to be possible. It was also uncertain which persons would participate in the project at this time and since then persons participating has varied. A distinct document including goals, aim and direction and a plan for the work would have been at help, says one of the teachers. It would also have increased the possibility of participation, he could have participated in discussions more. 

This is also said by the two teachers who started in the project the second year. A lot of information was given at start, maybe too much. This information was given by different people and was then not unambiguous. Different intentions and different desires could be apprehended. This made the introduction more difficult and confused. The very first meeting of information with these two teachers took place soon after the start of the semester, autumn 1999, in the school. It was held daytime and pupils were around which was negative. Meetings of information and workshops in the evenings have been a lot more successful, when the teachers can relax from their pupils. One of the teachers thinks that most of the first semester passed before she really understood the aim of the project. The most important event to get this understanding was when the teachers made a journey within the project to visit Nottingham, England. By observing this other party of the project they got the possibility to “observe from outside”. When they weren’t with their own pupils it was easier to act like an observer. This journey also gave the possibility to long, informing conversations between the teachers and the pedagogues about the different parts of the project. This undisturbed time was very important and valuable to the teachers.

The teachers are all very positive to a project within the school. They think it is important to teachers, pupils and to the school itself. It is important to bring the academic world into the school. It gains both the school and the research. Researchers get insight in “the reality of school” and people working in school can get another perspective on their own activity. All teachers have mentioned lack of time as very negative. There is a lack of time to plan, to follow up and to assess. This may be the main reason why the teachers have not felt totally involved in the project. It has forced them to be more of an observer than they would have liked to be.

Swedish school of today means for most of the teachers that the time to prepare and follow up has decreased. They feel it is impossible to do a good job. It also means that when a project like KidStory comes into the school, the project has got to be “autonomous”. The teachers possibility to be involved is limited. 

To have a project in school means that there is something coming into something already existing. To come to a school means that you come to a place of work where a lot of routines and rules already exist. You come to one group or many groups where way of behaving is already set. This requires the members of a project to act within these rules. In the KidStory project a lot of people have been present every session. To be many adults can be something positive but also something negative. All the teachers say that sometimes this amount of adults have been negative for the kids. They give a few reasons to this:

· The participants of the project coming from other parts of the society brings in new rules to the group of children. One of the teachers says that school is maybe a different place of work where the participants try to keep the same system of rules. Children are used to this. When other adults come to school either not keeping to this system of rules or maybe not even knowing of these rules or maybe not even knowing of these rules this can cause a feeling of anarchy for the children.

· Children in school are used to one adult who leads, organises, instructs and so on. To have more than one leader can cause anxiety with the children , especially for the younger ones. They don’t know who to listen to or turn to. Their own teacher gets a new position in this new group of adults and the children don’t know who to focus. 

To be many adults have had positive effects too. The children have been in focus and been listened to. The children themselves all say there have only been advantages with a lot of adults.

Effects of the project concerning the teachers

All the teachers think it has been very positive to participate in a project. 

“School is a closed world which needs

 impulse from the world outside”.
This place of work with its difficulties and problems can be very closed and it is important to meet people with other professions and other experiences. By working in a project the activity in school is looked upon in a more scientific way. Assessments are done which is important to school. 

“Participation is a way of further education”.

This requires that the teachers have the possibility to spend time in the project. Even if no extra time is given the teachers still thinks that projects are very important, but then the projects need to be autonomous,

“researchers use the children in the school”.

Projects are necessary for school to get new perspectives and new influences. It is by involved and participating teachers new influences are brought in to schools. Projects and research should really involve the teachers, to through them get new ideas into school. To bring in news in the school activity both takes time and resources. The integration of new technique, which is one goal of KidStory would have needed more time. 

Through KidStory new methods of working have been used in these groups of children. The teachers find this very positive and developing. Participatory design has been an impressing method, new to the teachers, and they have found many opportunities to respond to the children’s thoughts. To work in groups is a challenge with younger children.

“I have really realised that the group size of two 

is a very good size when the children are six years old. 

If there are more adults in the group the amount of 

children can increase too”.

The project has focused storytelling a lot and this has inspired the teachers to tell in all different activities in school. They have been reminded of the importance of letting the children both listen to and tell their own stories and also reflect on these stories. 

This school has been working with computers in other projects, so when KidStory started the computers were part of the activities in school. KidStory has introduced a new tool though – KidPad. It’s a different drawing programme with advantages that other programmes lack.

KidPad expects creativity from the children e.g. there are no stamps. The teachers regard this as something good. KidPad has also been developed by our technicians after response from children and teachers e.g. you can now draw on a touch pad if you don’t want to use the mouse, there is a colouring function, there are many colours. Many of the children say that they feel that have been listened to when they have suggested improvements. 

Effects of the project concerning children

The children have gained a lot as so many adults have taken part in their activities and been interested in the children’s doings and thoughts. To many children this has had a great importance. One teachers says:

“This project has been of decisive importance 

to this girl. Usually she is a quiet butterfly easily

 disappearing but in the KidStory project she 

has been lifted”. 

Quiet, careful children have been listened to and have by participating in the project reached another position in the class and have also changed their view of themselves. One child says:

“Thanks to KidStory I am not so shy any longer. 

Before I was so shy so when my teacher asked 

me something I said I don’t know because I didn’t 

dare to speak when everybody was listening. I don’t 

do that any longer”.

The project has also stimulated the children who need extra challenges. Questions and problems have been different. Another child says:

“I think I have learnt to use my brain 

a bit more, as we do in KidStory”.

The teachers mean this has been important to these children. The children have had the chance bot to ask and to reply a lot of questions. Their self esteem has increased when they have received that response every child need when they are drawing and writing.


“To believe in myself”

was a quick answer from one of the boys when he was asked to tell what he has learnt.

The project has also meant a meeting between these children and the academic world which was new to most of them. New models about future work may have appeared. The world has grown.

“We are working with the same things as 

children in England. Their teachers were here”. (child)
As this is an international project the children have also met researchers from other countries. They have also seen the place of work of the Swedish researchers, both at SICS and KTH. To the children these visits have been a great experience. Many of them have mentioned how they have enjoyed these trips:


“When we were at KTH we sat in the magic sofa and came

 to different places and the buns we got were really good.”

(Feeding the children is not the least important!) 

The teachers find the children have changed in their relations to computers. By working in such concrete ways these children have understood that computers can’t work on their own. They have got to be programmed by a human being to work, but after this is done they work very well. In a concrete way the children have taken part in this process and have had the chance to realise how the technique is controlled.

The ability of co-operation have also been gained by working in KidStory and some of the children also mention this in the interviews. 

“KidStory is an inventor school, where we work

 together”.
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To measure development and to know what is the reason of what is difficult.

“The project has gone on during three years and 


a lot should happen to these children during such 


a long period. It is hard to say what has come out 


of the project. But maybe the frankness of telling and 


the inquisitiveness of the seven year olds is related


to the working methods of the project”. (teacher)
A lot of time has been spent on discussing, asking questions, trying to answer questions in many different ways.

When you ask the children what KidStory is and what they have learnt the most common answer is:

“We build and construct new things”.
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Everybody enjoys this – to build and construct, work with their hands. They like constructing together with others. They describe themselves as inventors in this project. Other activities mentioned by the children are drawing, experimenting and telling. One can note that only a couple of the children out of the 25 mention working with computers as an activity. They mention the computers but also that we use them in a different way in KidStory.

“I have learnt that you can create things 

both with and without the computer”
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What can be learnt from this project where one part is school?

Projects like KidStory should be very particular to describe the goals of the project. Many people are usually involved in a project like this. Usually just a few of the participants are preparing the documents and formulating the goals. The people included in a project often come from different disciplines, different cultures (both between countries, but also between different areas of society). A lot of work need to be done to implement and give a concrete form to the goals. What consequences do these goals give for the concrete work? Maybe there is a risk that these discussions and this concreteness create limits but this has to be weighed against the grade of participation of all the project members. Which way do you get the most out from the competence joined in the project?

A great job should be done in the beginning of a project to get the most out of a project concerning assessments. What can you get out of this project? It is a great possibility which should be used in the best way. As it is such a long project it has outstanding possibilities. What knowledge about children’s abilities, development, capacity can you examine in a project like this? It is very provoking to understand during the third year that you should have started something during the first year. 

Participation is very important. The teachers are very important in these kinds of projects. One very important question we have found is the planning around the teachers’ time. What time do they need – how can this be created? To create planning time, maybe you need an assistant teacher in the class. What money can pay an assistant teacher? At the start of a project there is a need for more time to be able to participate in the planning. Inspiration, stimulation and participation is important to everyone and the teachers need to participate more. Without the teachers – no implementation in school.

When a project starts with a group of pupils, it comes to an existing social environment, with certain rules and certain behaviours. At the planning of a project a discussion around how to get into the school is necessary. Researchers should show respect for the environment they come to.

When a project is situated in the school it is necessary to have pedagogues bound up with the project. This can be done in different ways: Either pedagogues are parts of the project coming to school. Or: The teachers participate with their pupils. The methods of working needs to be adapted to the group of children you are going to work with. It is important that in the project are people who are used to working with children. When the group of researchers is big, you may have a strategy, where different persons play different roles. Some are the leaders, the others more in the background. Everything to confuse the children the least. 

During the interviews the children have shown enthusiasm and joy over the journals which have been used in the project. They have remembered activities, they have laughed about and read what they did three years ago. An important part of a project is to decide how to document the work. Maybe this is even more important when the participants are children. The youngest ones in our project have spent 40% of their lives within this project. They have difficulties to remember without some sort of documentation. The project has needed this documentation to examine different areas. The children need this documentation to learn how they learn and to learn what they know.

When new technique is implemented in school it is very important that the teachers are well informed about this technique. The teachers are the best to implement the technique in school. One suggestion from the teachers is that the technique you want to implement in school also is given to the teachers, maybe at home. 

It is important to use the creativity teachers have in and about their own activity.

